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enough to sell some of Lord TyrconnePs books, which the
latter recognised in a shop window; and this source of
patronage was closed to the poet. There appears to have
been some not unjustifiable glee at his downfall. Between
1732 and 1738 he wrote the 'Volunteer Laureat5 series;
while his considerable poem Of Public Spirit in Regard to
Public Works belongs to 1737. His Progress of a Divine brought
him into the dock in 1735 on a charge of obscenity, which
was dismissed. At this time Savage lived in miserable
circumstances; and his sufferings were scarcely alleviated
by the appearance of a travesty of himself upon the stage,
in the character of a needy poet in Miller's play, The Coffee
House (1737). But it was in this period that his friendship
with Johnson developed. Pope also knew him—possibly too
well.
In 1739 he left for Bristol, where he enjoyed lavish hospi-
tality; and he returned thither after staying for about a year
in South Wales, where he wrote The Employment of Beauty,
published 1741, the year in which False Historians appeared.
He lingered at Bristol until in January, 1743, he was
arrested at the suit of Mrs. Read, a coffee-house keeper, and
was imprisoned in the Bristol Newgate. At first he wrote, el
believe she has ruined me; but I freely forgive her', though
in a later mood, as Makower points out, he referred to her
as 'Madam Wolf Bitch'. His Bristol friends, Bowyer and
others, offered good advice, but no money; but Dagge, the
prison keeper, treated him most considerately, and even
tried to open negotiations with Mrs. Read, but without
success. That Savage did not forgive Mrs. Read or the
citizens of Bristol for what he regarded as a persecution is
evident from London and Bristol Delineated, where he presents
them as provincial and sexually abnormal barbarians. In
July, 1743, he was seized with a fever; on the 3ist of the
month, when in a dying condition, he attempted to make
some statement to the prison keeper, but failed, and passed
away during the night.
London and Bristol Delineated (a title which, Johnson tells
us, Savage preferred to that of London and Bristol Compared*)
* See Makower's Savage.

